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March 1, 2022 
 
VIA EMAIL  
 
Tyler Barg 
 
  
 Re: Knockoff of Volkswagen Microbus® - Infringement & Dilution of Volkswagen 

Trademarks 
 
Dear Mr. Barg: 
 

This law firm represents Volkswagen of America, Inc. which is an operating unit of 
Volkswagen Group of America, Inc. (“VWGoA”).  VWGoA is tasked with enforcing the 
trademarks owned by Volkswagen AG (“VWAG”) in the United States.  VWGoA and VWAG 
are collectively referred to hereinafter as “VW”. 

 
I write in response to your emails to Dana Cizmadia at VWGoA regarding the 

importation and U.S. Customs Seizure of your knockoff Volkswagen Microbus® vehicle 
pictured below: 
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You should be aware that VW has a trademark registration (U.S. Reg. No. 3,774,873) for 
the Volkswagen Microbus® depicted below:  

 

  
 
The Volkswagen Microbus® image, design, and/or trade dress is distinctive and has been 

acknowledged by the courts as protectable trade dress that belongs to VW.  See, e.g., Volkswagen 
AG v. Verdier Microbus and Camper, Inc., 2009 WL 928130 (N.D. Cal. 2009) (granting VW’s 
motion for preliminary injunction against defendant’s marketing and sale of vehicles knocking 
off the Volkswagen Microbus®).  

 
VW also has numerous trademark registrations for the world-famous VW® Logo or 

Emblem depicted below: 
 

 
 
VWGoA cannot allow these knockoff Volkswagen Microbus® vehicles to be sold or 

driven in the United States.  The public will be confused if the public sees these vehicles driving 
down the road or sees them otherwise, and will erroneously believe that VW has created this 
vehicle. The vehicles may also not meet U.S. vehicle regulations and therefore could pose a 
health and safety risk for consumers. 

 
Contrary to your request, this vehicle cannot be stripped of its “VW logo”  inasmuch as 

the shape, design, and general appearance of this vehicle infringe on VW’s trademark and trade 
dress rights. 

 
Accordingly, VWGoA cannot allow U.S. Customs and Border Protection to permit this 

vehicle to be imported into the United States. 
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We strongly urge you to contact the seller to obtain reimbursement of any payments and 
expenses you have incurred.  Please also confirm that Japan Car Direct LLC is the seller so that 
we can contact the seller to prevent others from purchasing and importing these knockoff 
Volkswagen Microbus® vehicles. 

 
 This letter is without prejudice to the rights of VW, all of which are expressly reserved.   
 

Should you have any questions concerning VWGoA’s position in this matter, please feel 
free to call me at .   
 

Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Gregory D. Phillips 

 
 
GDP:sv 
cc:  Volkswagen Group of America, Inc. 




